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Now or Never

After outgrowing a beloved 1926 home,
the owners decide to stay and renovate rather
than move.

Y CHRISHAYHMURST PHOTOGIAFEHY BY STACEY BRANDFORD [PRODLICED BY SANDRAL MOHLMANN
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For nearly 17 vears, Julia Schwegman's home was all but perfeet. A modest
Craftsman in suburban Detroit with steep, angular rooflines and plaster
interior walls, it was “charming” she savs, a neighborhood dwelling with
gracetul curb appeal. The problem came on gradually and was really a mat-
ter af ||'|:|_|_|'_: (AT .EI.I.;.|1I||.=-'. for }QE(‘I:"\-, (KA1 |]r|:,;‘.h~. “Uar r-:|||'|i|_'.' WS _:_-'_|'-e:-l,l.'i|;1:_{_ ancl
wee needed more space,” Julia says,

Specifically, she says, they needed a solution for their carless garage, a
tiny port on the front of the house that had long ago been hijacked for stor
age, “We really wanted a garage in the back, but our lot is so narrow that
there wasn't enough room to run a driveway along the side of the house, We
couldn’ get there”

For wvears that's how things stood. They met with architects, They
hemmed and they hawed. They lived in their home and their family grew
bigger. “Nething we came up with seemed right” she savs, “We even thought
about moving. And then we talked to Glenda”

Architeet Glenda Meads had an idea the others hadn’t voiced: Give
the house a shave. “By notching it in about 4 foot and a half” she SHVE,

T“ s arion STy Wirire 2000

Abave In the living room, the i [ook is softer and lighter A

ez lirrestene fiseplace surround replaces the smaller wood
arigmal, while Franich gaars open 1o a heme office. The room-
gaitening budt=in bench includes the same panaling found

ni tha foyar El,u-,:u:-su:fe T":-:ll:.;" cElings in the dining room
were achieved through thoughtlul limitation of the upper-
avit| expansion. French doors allow easy aooess bo the patio
wrhile glass in the front and back of the matching pair of ehina

cabinats opens the dining anea to the ketchen
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“we'd gain just enough space for the driveway. From there we could build a
detached garage in the back comer, and the rest of the project could sort of
fall into place” And that’s exactly what happened—finally. “The old garage
space became a mudroom, then evervthing else just kind of made sense,”
Julia says.

In back, where there was room to bump out, a new family room—with

the master suite above—became the one sizeable addition to the house. A
screen porch made way for a new dining room, and the old dining room
became a bright, functional kitchen. A spacious, open patio now provides
a eomfortable transition between indoors and out and is a favorite place to
lounge on hot summer days,

Inside, Meads says, the idea was simple: Create modern, functional
spaces withont overwhelming the home’s original Craftsman character.
“The kitchen, for example, was sort of an afterthought in older homes
like this. S0 we made it more central and flowing, and now it opens across
to both the dining room and the living room. The entire lavout is more
family-friendly, with rooms overlapping, but each room is also defined with
its own walls and own distinet ceiling planes”

Julia, who worked closely with Meads on every aspect of the proj-
ect {and, following this renovation, became an interior designer), agrees.
“Everything is connected now, and there's this great flow throughout the
house. 1t's really because evervthing we did, we designed around four kids
and two dogs. Tt had to be livable and practical.”

Though a rainstorm—during a stretch when the roof was removed
ruined most of the original interior, Julia says it was a blessing in disguise.
While some of the features they'd planned on preserving—the archways
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Above Left Straight Enes and syrmmaetry at the kitchen

gink create & chean, crisp feel. The countertop is fossilized
limestone. Opposite The kitchen is pure, unademed function;
a bag, rectangular, mashble-topped island; minimal upper
cabinets; easy-to-clean tile and stainless steel; and a pantry

around the cormar.
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We have dark wood floors and white walls everywhere, There's this sense of BEFORE

consistency that T really like and that [ think makes everything work.”

With the children, friends, and pets; with the frenzy of foot traffic
between mudmom and basement ("where the kids can go crazy” Julia
says); and with homework and snacks and meals in the kitchen, the house
is certainly not quiet, she says, and it's never dirt-free. But that’s not a prob-
lem. “Actually, people are always saving how clean the house locks, but it's
rarely clean. It’s just the symmetry and openness and the erisp lines and
contrast. [ guess it's the style T prefer” It's a house meant for a family, Julia
says. And yes, she's glad they stayed,
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Above [ha master bedroam, which has a 12-foof ceifing, features fall Dviental panets an bath
sides of the bed and a linen-upholstered headboard sized to match. The bifevel mahogary table
wiss custom-mada in Honduras. Top Right Chair-rail=height marble surrounds a freestanding
tudyin the minw master bath, The chandeliar was relocated from the oid dining reom. *it's a nice,
groundsng contiast to all the sleek, contemparary Fitures in tha rest of the bath,” Julia zays
Above Rrght Tho only major addition was to the rear of the howse. The new family room, with the
master badroom above, is on the left; the new dining raom, which replaced a screen porch, is on
thee righil
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